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opportunities to use their gifts. Men of this kind
have often a certain vague, poetical, and dreamy
quality of mind ; a contemplative gift. They see
and exaggerate the difficulties and perils of posts
of high responsibility. If they yield to tempta-
tions of temperament, they often become ineffective,
dilettante, half-hearted natures, playing with life
and speculating over it, instead of setting to work
on a corner of the tangle. They hang spiritless
upon the verge of the battle instead of mingling
with the fray. The curse of such temperaments
is that they seem destined to be unhappy which-
ever way they decide. If they accept positions
of responsibility, they are fretted and strained by
difficulties and obstacles ; they live uneasily and
anxiously; they lose the buoyancy with which
great work should be done; if, on the other
hand, they refuse to come forward, they are
tortured with regrets for having abstained ; they
become conscious of ineffectiveness and indecision ;
they are haunted by the spectres of what might
have been.
The only course for such natures is to endea-
vour to see where their true life lies, and to
follow the dictates of reason and conscience as
far as possible. They must resolve not to be